In Search of Eden
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After a fall
[ “sithine on a hard chair in the old audi
m. . brying to bBgure out what made a
Amwerican garden Amerncan” Raver concluded
“the American garden defies definition
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matelv. am ilusion. That, at least, was the
sense of an all-day symposium on Garden bove the Bronx on
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maven, whose epigrammatic philosophy  of
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landscaping in Epstie b Burlingfon of
which itz author referred to as his gardening
poetm, was pressed mito service by Raver, who
ited the oft-quoted maxim “Consult the
Czeniies af the Place m all”
Either through correspondence or in a «

Pope made the rounds of his cirde of aristo-
Cand paimins amdd fmends, at whosa counbss

hiotises he wias a freguent and welcome guest

collaborating in the landscape schemes of his
hosts and placing at their disposal what

Horace W pale called hie " owguisdte judarmcrd
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in the disposition of hight and shade.” Pope’s

own garden, at his villa beside the River Tha-
mes at Twickenham, became a place of pil-
::‘il':'l.'.i_l.' 0T SErangneTs amicd mends alike, whi
regarded i, g to biographer May
Mack, "as an example of what could be
achieved by wsing art to imitate and consum-
mate nature’s own forms

This liberated stvle made famous by William
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landscaping in 1713, on a trust in “the amiable
'-i-:'|"-1:-. i'._-. of unadorn’d Mature” The poet’s

almvoak Taogot pow eption of the world as




informed by an indwelling presence—the
Genius of the Place=led to a bellef that from a
TF&EIF-:'I'F:ul consideration of the natural scene all
else would follow, Having helped to free the
English countryside from the geometric French
and Dhich landscape styles fashiomable in his
vouth, Pope, were he alive today and Living n
Arizona, no doubt would be “into” xeriscap-
i, the low-water landseape skyle that 19 ode
ing out the English lawn once considered
indispensable even in the desert conditions of
the Amencan southwest, This is the mast valu-
able of “all the lessons to be gleaned from
the British,” worth salvaging, along with Mr
Fischer’s baby. in a cup ot that old bathwater.
Helpful as is Pope's Augustan voice in the
aebate today over the American garden, it
sounded too late or from too far away to be
heard by those who were hacking a garden
path in the unfamiliar terrain of the American
continent. As Kaver pointed out, “the first col-

onists were afraid to listen to the spirits of
nature.”

Paradisiacal Conceits

It seems cbear from the context of Baver's
remarks that the pioneering gardeners she had
i dured were ese of Dolish g, Swuwe
there 15 a tendency to overlook the legacy of
the Spamish in the Undted States, it may be
surpnsing to some that in 1%, the vear in
which we “commemorated the Encounter”
half the population of this country was living
in what was once part of Spain. As we get
ready to cut the leading strings that still tie us
to “the nanny state,” we appear poised to
embrace la madre pafria, whose sons and
daughters in the United States will increase in
numbers by the year X to an estimated
twenty-seven million.

In the new Hispanic day now dawning, and
im the fresh apirit of arlectivism advncated by
Boasberg and espoused by Faver, it may be
useful to take a look at the distinctive but prag-
matic gardening experience of Spain, a nation
with which the people of the Americas, MNorth
and South, share history, culture, language,
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and blood, In that vast and varbous reglon of
thee United States, extending from Florida to
California, f{lrlll-.f'Tl:r' et ‘.Trj::-.:'ul:‘n_ are to be
found those bewildering contrasts of climate,
I:|_|'|_'||_:-'i-_l;r.,|51|:'.'__.'_ amid L'-E'g[-'fﬂiil_h'l with which horti-
rnlturists in the Therian peninsula have always
had to deal.

Although not the maost obvious candidate for
an aveard from the pardenme weorld, there i@
no getting past the fawed figure of Cristobal
Colon (1451-1506), the sometime deckhand
and son of a humble weaver. If proof were
needed that the Hispanic word is complex,
and mot reducible to a cultural combimurty, 1t can
surely be found in Morison's Admimal of fhe
Closen Seq, first published in 1942, which EIVES
a full accounting of the confradictions in the
Columbian muission.

The genuine delight in "the amiable simpdic-
ity of unadorn’d Mature”™ that Columbus felt
on sailing into the Bahamas can be gleaned

from the pages of his own jourmal. O Fortune
Island he wrode: "|I] 15 the most beauhibul

thing that [ have seen, nor can | tire my eves
looking at such handsome verdure, s0 very
different from ours” As Morison reminded us,
every plant the Spanish saw was strange o
them, and Columbias. a “hard-nsed mercan-
tilist,” was distressed, as he himself reveals, by
his mability to do more than guess at the
|.r|.|.'l.'|_l.' ecorriu valuds of Daliire's |-.--.ll.l|l.|:|- Ll
display: “] believe that there are...many
plants and many trees which are worth a ot i
Spain tor dyes, and tor medicines of spicery;
but [ do not recognize them, which gives me
great grief.”

Betore the enormously consequential plant
exchanges set in motion by his subsequent
visit, “Columbus often wished that he had
shipped a botanist instead of a Hebrew inter-
preter on this vovage.” Morison also noted in
the concluding sentences of the entry made by
Columbus on 12 October 1492, "that on the

very day of the discovery, the dark thought
rragad his mind fhat thess |_'u=-.'||_'|ln=l_" '|'|=-I'-|=-1'!"i1'|E-_

ko the mainly gentle and generous inhabitants
of the Edenic archipelago through which he
sailed, "could very easily be enslaved”

o0 impressed was Columbus by the island of
Hizpanola (from La [gla Expanola) that he also

named the part near which he essablished the
first settlement in the MNew World Valle del
Paraiso (Valley of Paradise)} and the river the
Cuadalquivir, becanse it reminded him of that
famous Andalusian river at Cordobs

©m the eve of his return to Spain, Columbas
recorded in his log, on 2 January 1493, that he
had "also left seeds for sowing” with the
thirty mine men who remamed in the fortifiad
enclosure of La Mavidad. There was no sign af
a garden, or, indeed, of these planeering gar-
deners, when Columbus, on his second wvony-
age, sought to revisit this lonely outpost. In his
absence, what Mornson characterized as “the
worst traits of cupidity and brutality of the
average European” had been unleashed on
the peaceable inhabitants of the island, and, in
retaliation, it appeared that they had killed all
the colonists,

In their rush to judgment, those who rightly
criticize Columbus may overlook the strong
streak of millenarianism in him, which Mo
son considered o have been "one of the pri-
mary motivations of the Enterprize of the
Indies.” From the outset, when he and has
crew succeeded, as he thought, i reaching the
East by sailing west, what he called the Indies
presented  intovicating evidence of Paradise,
which, according to the best authorties, |:'|_':.'
just below the Equator, and which D Ailly, the
author of Drage Mundi, hed [avoule Lok,
placed at the first pomt of the Far East, where
the sun rose on the day of creation.

It Uodumbus reached tor comparisons with
Eden on his first vovage, by August 1498,
when he skirted the coast of South America
and dimly realized the possibility of a conti-
nent unacoounted for in his cosmaology, he
convinoed himself that he had actually found
it. As a reader of scripture, Columbus knew
for a fact, if not as one of our consoling myths,
that “the Lord God planted a garden eastward
of Eden...and a river went out of Eden to

water the garden: and from thence it was
parted, and became foare™ Gao entering the

Gulf of Pariah, Columbus experienced an
epiphany when he discovered the confluence
of four nvers that watered the lush lowland
because he believed it to be the source of the
rver and fountain of paradige in which the

sacred buphrabes, Ganges, Tigris, and Nile
had their orgin,

[n the dire straits in which he found himself
on his humiliating retumn, loaded with chains,
frarm this disastrous third voyage, Columbus
dicl what any latter.day celebrity with an
image problem would do: he found himself a
press agent, Were he alive today, Gaspar Gor-
ek, e Canllissian msonbk wlio assisted
Columbus with the remarkable sales prospec-
tus known as the Libro de los Profecies, might
obpect to the odious comparison. But the value
of his contribution to this handbook of pro-
phetic writings may be measured by its results
“Indulging,” wrote Marrison, “these paradisia
cal coneceits,” Columbus described his discoy-
ery of the Garden of Eden as a fulfillment of
biblical prophesy, evidently persuading King
Ferdinand and Queen I[sabella that, once
retumed to favor and with cash in hand, he
would deliver Jerusalem from the mfide]l and
find King Solomaon's legendary mines

It 5 one of the ronk footnotes to garden
history that, in November 15300, while he
awaited the uncertain outcome of the royal
deliberation of his fate, Columbus was
detained in the Alhambra, to which the court
had mowed, The wonder 15 that, sumounded
by gardens that are among the most beautiful
in creation, Columbus did not, there and then,
give up his quest for the terrestrial paradise
halfway around the world.

I Am the Garden

If the Alhambra resonates in the American
conscousness today, it may be largely the
result of the passionate identification of the
nineteenth-century American writer Washing-
ton Irving with what he described for the bene-
fit of his contemporarles as “a Moslem pile
amddst the Gothic edifices of the West, an ele-
gant mernerito of a bravaa, 1r'|+-|3-1'lu_g-|=_~n|;| ared frace
ful people who conquered, ruled and passed
away. Yhile King Perdinand and Chiren Isa-
bella were in awe of the strength and beauty of
the defeated enerny citadel in Granada, and,
by moving in, actually helped save it for pos-
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P and principal garden, (ashlio de Lavos, Toledo. In 1945 !'|1|i.'_'.ll.'| de Omial e Yharma resalved b restare the
fifteenth-rentury Castilio de Layas and ratse his family there, An examiple of Mudaer workmanshap, that &, Dailt by
Fliichins in Chisstian employ, the fortifbed residence was commissioned |.'l:.' Fermando de Rojes on 8 ract granked Dy Lha
Cakhalic BMomartha 10 thelr vicsToeyr in .."Jl'lr'.'.".-i. On thie sate, :'.|'|'.I'.|"E_I|.'.'|||:.' located near the Roman setterment of Todetan
eviabed a second-cendury Boman villa, remnnanits of which are ||'|.'|-|'r-.-r.'|!|.'rl inio the restored castle amd thee _,.'.|r=.!- TS
aroung 8. Free-slanding [ascan collamnines lend a | I.'||'Ir|.'|r.-.-.+.|u|- toech 1o thie ||'I:I!.'_. narrow chamezing room that s
refrindscent of the persis and i also [slamidc in character. Pefundas in plangers lend oolor bo the perimeter of the poal

terity, it is not likely that either they or their
Christian subjects understood the spiritual sig-
nificance of what James Dickie called “the last
plastic embodiment of this aesthetic in
Europe”

Following the capitulation of Boabdil im 14492,
King Ferdinand and Queen lsabella made a
clear statement abont their value system by
abrogating the treaty of surrender, which was
conditioned on the sultan’s former subjects
being allowed to keap their [slamic faith and

B L T I
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customs, Cardinal Francisco Jimenez de
Cienerns orderad a campaign of forced conver-
sion and mass bapiism under threat of torture

ancd Imprisonment, And such was their Catho-

lic majestwes” fear of the leaming that had for
the best part of eight centuries distinguished
Muslim rule, they permitted the cardinal to
make a benfire in Granada’s publik square of
80,000 volumes of [slamic literature, among
them Hispano-Arabic treatises on agricultural
techndgques and horbeulbuee,

F'rlr.-:||.1'=| ptic Flrll.'.'lll." residence. Sotogrande, Cadiz. Expressive of the oy i oriik Gf o

reinterpreted by Alonso Zobe] de Avala at the house he ballt in 1972 with an elegance that g
Spain’s long garden past. The swimming pood, an indspensable adyunct o life i the coutey

miade the rl1.'||'.F-|1| clemient of the :.';.'.l'-.‘ll N compasibinn, m mach Ehe aamse way that the cenbral canad was the invariable

feature of the lelamic garden om a IFge sl
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Cver since Muharamad had proclaimed the
true religion of Abraham in the seventh cen-
tury, Muslims had posed a triple threat to
L hristians, IFIJE:ﬂuﬁI._',-'. :|:|'||J|.I:a1'|.l::,'.. and acanam-
callv. In the Middle East, the center of aviliza-
ton, Muslim entrepreneurs piled up profits
from trade with the Far East, whach I;]'||;"__.' CO=
trolled, in such commodities as spices, which,
as food preseriatives in an age without refrig.
eration, had the value of precious metals.
Lured by the natural nches of the Orent, and
finding passage blocked by the Muslims,
Columbus spent ten years scheming to tap
into this source of fabulous wealth by sailing
west. The triumphant conclusion of their cam-
paign to wrest control of Spain from the Mus-
lims permitted King Ferdinand and Queen Isa-
bella to give their attention, and ultimately
their backing, to his enterprise.

It has long been held that Spain’s Golden
Age began, under the Catholic Monarchs, with

the territorial expansion, and massive exploita-
Lo, b e New Wiodd, But there is a good

case o be made that it happened earlier, under
cultured, inclusive Muslim rule, In such
Islamic city states as Cordoba, Sevilla, Toledo,
and Granada, leaming and commerce flowr-
ished as a result of the conivrcs, & genuine
multiculturalism based on cooperation among
“the people of the Book” (since, n ther van-
oue waye, the Bible waeg holy to each of the
three religions).

lgnoring the Koranic warning “¥Woe be to
him whoe enjoys Paradise In this life,” Spain’s
Islamic rulers set about building, in al-Andalus,
s they called their new kingdom on earth,
those very places of Howing waters, boundless
fruit, and, above all, shade, that are promised
by Allah to believers. In Islam all arts lead to
prayer, and the garden is the supreme expres-
sion of Muslim art, permitting the worship of
nature as a divine manifestation by harmoniz-
ing such elements as water, trees, shrubs, and
Hlowers, all considered sacred. In eighth-cen-
tury Cordoba the first of Spain’s sultans, Abd-
ar-Rahman I, began building the Great
Maosque at the entrance to which, originally
enclosed in about 976 as the Court of Ablu
tions, one finds the oldest garden in Europe, if
not the world, With s central fountain and
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coniecling 2lone channels walénig [oomal
plantings of palms and the orange trees that
give the Patio de los Naranjos its present
name, it 5 reminiscent of the hospitable oxsis
that was familiar to the people of the desert
whao created it.

For centuries in Spain the cultivation of a
garden, like the possession of precious manu-
scripts, tapestries, and jewels, formed part of
the tada moble, with rovalty outdoing their sub-
jects. Abd-ar-Rahman 1 may well have been
the first of Spain's gardening princes. The only
surviving direct descendant of the Prophet in
the Ommayad line, he had a great love of
Howers, which Muslims cherished for their
color and fragrance, their medicinal properties,
and their novelty. He imported a number of
Spains exotic plants, sending to his native
Syvria, from which he had nammowly escaped
with his life, and even o India, for shrubs and
seads never before |_'r'|::|||'l'-|3-:'J in EI_ITI_I-]_II._‘:!"I 2ol T
was he who infrodueced the date palm and the
pumegranate {ynowal), the latter adopted as a
national emblem after the last Islamic sultan-
ate, for which it was named, was taken from
the Muslims in 1492,

In the tenth century, according to Geoffrey
King. when “western Europe consisted of little
mare than Barbarian villages, Muslim Cordoba
compared with Constantinople and Baghdad”
capitals of the Byzantine and Persian empires,
which had also yielded to Islamic rule. A major
center of scholarship, in which botany was an
Important disclpiine, the University of Cir-
doba played a leading role in the transmission
and extension of classical learning. The most
important available Greek treatises on life sci-
ences were tranglated into Arabic, among
them Dioscorides’s Materin medica, A descrip-
tion of five hundred plants and their pharma-
ceutical uses, it gained an addibonal hsting of
the names of indigenous Spanesh plants when
translated into Arabic in the nnth century.

Little, if anything, now remains of the great
gardens laid out by Abd-ar-Bahman I (972-
961) around his court-city of Medinat-az-Zahra
on the southern slopes of the Sierra Morena,
just three miles from the Great Mosque in
Cordoba, Begun in 936 to plans drawn up by

architerts from Constantinaple,  this  Tslamir

veraaillzs iz 3aid to have required the work of
ten thousand artisans owver a twenty-five-year
period; it was destroved less than a hundred
years later. Un terraces subdivided into small,
rectilinear areas by hedges of clipped box, bay,
and myrtle, the gardens were laid out around
fountains, pools, and pavilions,

As much of a loss, perhaps, as the pleasure
groninds of Medinat-az-Zahra are the ffty
thousand gardens that once surrounded Cor-
doba, whose disappearance became inevitable
once the Christians allowed the irmgation sys-
tem introduced by the Arabs to fall into disuse.
Spain’s Muslim rulers had given special
encouragement to the interwoven arts of agri-
culture and horticulture by converting vast arid
stretches mnto the teges of Cordoba, Granada,
Sevilla, Murcia, and Valencia. A grid of water-
ways superimposed on the parched plain by
Ingenious engineers permitted the cultivation
of the kuerfo, or orchard, on which depended
the more omamental ferdin, with its spiritual
beelils. Botly oweesd e lde b water brought
down from the mountains by a network of
canals and subterranean reservoirs.

At Hadrians Villa, the house and garden
outside Rome that the Spanish-born emperor
established shortly after the beginmng of his
reign in 117 and was stll working on at his
death twenfv-one vears later, Eleanor Clark
cbeerved in Fomw and a8 Vs, “water was a
prime element in architecture. . .to be given
shape, form, like other materials. . . left flat and
still or used in other stmple ways on oocasbon,
but preferably more often elaborate in its faces
and kinds of motion. It is an element of dis-
tance and the undefinable. . .”

In the Hispano-Arab garden, which reached
a peak of perfection in Granada in the four-
teenth-century hillbop courtyard gardens of the
Alhambra and the Generalife, water was not
only vital, it was sacred. As if spurred by the
frequency with which it was required by his
religion for the purpose of ritual ablution, the

[zlamic garden architect excelled in the
arrangement and distribution of water. Seen,

heard, and smelled, it was calculated to appeal
to the senses, provoking the inwardness
{ensimisrurmienta) that led © communion with

the divine.

Liv ols e e | Lisprasne-Arab garden 1= an
artificial omental construct in which, in consul-
tation with the Hispanic genius of the place,
the Arabs tused elements observed In those
older civilizations around the conjectured site
of the original Garden of Eden. In the elegant
casis of the paradise garden perfected in sixth-
century Sassanid Persia—where paradise was
the word for an enclosed space=—=the conguer-
ing Arabs came closest to the terrestrial para-
dise. In Spain they replicated and refined for
their spiritual sustenance the screened Persian
plot, with its fragrant and colorful interplant
ing of fruit trees, signifying renewal, and the
baloved BVETEIeen CYPress af i.':'.||||._'-r|'.,-||i;].-'. At
the crux of this geometnic pattern reposed the
same fountain and four radiating nvers, sym
balic of the Edenie condfluence, which Colume-
bus thought he had found on the shores of
South Amenca,

Had Columbus been aware of the typologi-
cal antecedents of the Pabio de los Leones,
which e probably paced in the winter of 1500,
this fallen Adam might well have regained par-
alise in the artful reworking of the Sassanid
formada by Sultan Muhammad WV (1354-59 and
1362-01); the axial chanmels from the famous
Fuecnte de los Leones then almost certainly
conducting water through a Persian carpet of
Heweers covering the four compartments asso-
clated with the basic clemonts of carth, walcor
fire, and air.

[t is hard to believe that, in the contiguous
Palaclo de Comares, bullt by Sulan Yusuf |
(1333-3), Columbus was not transported to
paradise by the reverberating reflections in the
still water {agua estaticd) of the long, central
pool that gave its mame to the Patio de la
Alberca, now more aften called the Patio de los
Arrevanes for the two long green bands of
fragrant myrtle with which it 15 hedged, Or
that the murmur of the low-lying tributary
fountains at erther end did not indwee m the
seafarer, as the sound of water here is infended
to do, a state of trance or meditation in which
he wias laid to sleep in body to become a living
soul, Instead, it seems, so precccupied was
Calumbus with his millenarian quest for para-
dise on the other side of the globe, he was
unable n experience it in the simularmm of

In Searsh of BEden 47



Matie de lea Marenjca, Cerdoen. Bepan in 751 26 by S S T T AT
Sultan Abd ar-Fahman I, the Great Mosgue, an ) : T
astomi=hing work of architecture, symibaolized the palitical
and rehgious power of the newly emergent Muslim state
im Spain. This partial viev frem the fermer minaret of Fhe

Mezguita shows the enclosed garden, omental in angan
and urban in chazacter, built 2= the Court of Abhutions, S - - e =T,
considered the oldest garden in Europe [§ES5

Frolen might nnder his nnee

Like the deluded *discoverer” five hundred
yvears ago, a secular gardening community in
America in the late bwentieth century, however
eclectic it tries to be, may have difficulty appre-
clating the work of the Hispano-Arab garden
artist, In an article im the MNew Bk Times one thve
earhest surviving garden of the Naznd dymnasty
i Granada, built by Sultan Ismael (1314-25),
Amencan wter Caroline Seebohm recently
warmesd, “There are |:||'-._'||_':|h=- whio are diﬁ.l‘.l'l.'-._'.'l.":j
';1:.' the overall :|i._=-]'l|.1_'.' i gecmetry amd disci-
pline expressed in the Generalife, particularly
those brought up to appreciate the blowsy bor-
ders of English cottage gardens. But the
Generahife's in I_'riu_._1l;|_'|].' corsruched SPACes are
hymn to the Moorish view of landscape
design, where elegant hines, the play of light
and ghade, wiskas, and the constant presence
of water not only assured the continuing abun
dance of this life-giving current, but also
reflected the desire to celebrate the garden as
an earthly paradise "

- TR T '|-.'l:'_:;'1r._ll"-':;'.":"-:' "h'.n'-_.lf-!"-
. L 'J:_-...'. EE

The Islamic garden ocoupied a lofty position
(& possible meaning of Generalife) in the Span-
ish landscape in which it was made because it
was given pride of place in the coherent world
view that '_-;||:|F-1'|.] it, Inscribed in Arabic on the
wall of one of the chambers summounding the
FPatio de los Leones are these words by the
tourteenth-century poet Thn ok

rmﬁlﬂ ‘aaal
1§

RiRE: ﬁ_}.. | |

ﬂ-

| am the garden, | awake acdormned in beauty
Gaze on me well, know what 1 am like.
What a delight for the eyes!

The r-.=|1'i|=-nr mian whin lonks here Tealizes

his desires.

As the supreme expression of mankind’s
Edpalion b eegan U Tugh growwd of Eden

betore the Fall, the Hispano-Arab garden is
1.-.1'.urlh_1r' of our n:‘-eepuﬁt meing;a of admiration
and affection. With greater understanding of
the bessoma b e leamead the Feadidon AT
prove 1o b an appropriate source af ir*.ﬂ.piua-
tion for the An:_.;l-.wphllﬁ-.a amaong us, JF

{ Micfure! Gearge’s photographs appenr in The Gardens
uf Sgaabnn puchlisdend this full by Abruens,
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